
Military personal data records contain a wealth of information about America’s veterans. 

Records series that we will discuss include Burial Case Files, Chaplains’ Files, Army 

Courts Martial Case Files, and Veterans Administration WWI Claim Files. 
 

Selective Service Records hold valuable genealogical data, such as dates of birth, address 

of residency, family members names, and place of birth. We will discuss the World War II 

and post-World War II Selective Service records in our custody.  

David Hardin, Stephen A. Smith, Daria Labinsky 

Discovering Your Family’s Past in Military and 

Early Veterans Administration Personal Data Records and 

Selective Service Records  
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Selective Service Records 
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The Collection: 

WWII era: 

Registration Cards 

 

Classification Ledgers 

 

Alien Registration Files- D.S.S. Form 

304- Alien’s Personal History and 

Statement/ other 

 

PWWII era:  

Registration Cards 

 

Classification Ledgers 
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WWII Selective Service 

Registration 
 

Who Registered?  

 

-Men 

 

-United States Citizens and Non-Citizen 

Residents 

  

-Those living in the United States,  

Washington D.C., Territories, and 

Citizens living abroad 

 

- DOB- 4/28/1877- 3/31/1929 

 -During 7 Registration Periods   
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What information can you find from the 

registration card? 

-Name  

-Order number  

-Serial number 

-Address at the time of registration 

-Mailing Address 

-Telephone number 

-Date of Birth 

-Place of Birth 

-Employer’s name and place of business 

-Descriptive information- Height, Weight, and how they 

were classified for complexion and race 

- Physical characteristics that would aid in 

identification 

-Local Board 
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WWII Classification 

-What is this? 

 

What information can you find from a WWII 

classification? 

 

-Name 

-order number, serial 

-age  

-How they were classified for race 

-Administrative information- Date they registered, 

date a questionnaire was sent, etc. 

-Classification 

-Date to report for order 

-Final disposition and date (accepted, denied, 

delinquent) 

-Remarks 
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Alien Registration Files 

-A registrant by registrant and state by state 

approach. 

 

-Uniformity? 

 

-Most likely to find 

 -DSS Form 304- Alien’s Personal History and  

 Statement 

 

-Possible Finds- 

 -DSS Form 40- Selective service Questionnaire  

 -Alien Registration Cards 

 -Registrations of Japanese Descent 

 -Correspondence 

 -Discharge Paperwork 

 -Physicals 

 -Reports for induction 

 -Possibly More 
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PWWII Selective Service  

Who Registered?  

 

-Men 

 

-United States Citizens and Non-Citizen 

Residents 

  

-Those living in the United States,  

Washington D.C., Territories, and Citizens 

living abroad 

 

- DOB- 1/1/1922- 3/28/1957   

 -Rolling Registration 
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Could someone have registered twice? 
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PWWII Registration  

-Name  

-Selective Service Number 

-Address at the time of registration 

-Mailing Address 

-Telephone number 

-Date of Birth 

-Place of Birth 

-Descriptive information- Height, Weight, Eye and hair 

color 

- Physical characteristics that would aid in identification 

-Occupational Information 

-Prior Active Duty or Membership in a reserve component  
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PWWII Classification  

-What is this? 

 

What information can you find from a WWII 

classification? 

 

-Name 

-Selective Service Number 

-DOB  

-Date of classification questionnaire mailing and return 

-Classifications and dates 

-Date for Physical Exam and Results 

-Date they entered military 

-How they entered(Enlisted, Inducted, Ordered) 

-Branch of Service 

-Date of Separation 

-Remarks 
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How Do I Request, What do I Need? 

Please visit our website for a request: 

http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/archival-programs/other-records/selective-

service.html 

 

What you need: 

 Full name of Registrant 

 DOB of the registrant 

 Address they resided at when they registered for selective service 

 

Additional Information that can help: 

 Selective Service Number  

 

Copy Fees: 

 Registration Card- $7 

 Classification- $27- Includes registration card 
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Stephen Smith, Supervisory Archivist 

National Archives at St. Louis 
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Army Courts Martial Case Files 

•  ARC 5916929 (1917-1938) 
 
•  Newly accessioned (1939-1976) 
 
•  General Courts Martial and Special Courts Martial resulting in Bad Conduct 
   Discharge 
 
•  Arranged numerically by Courts Martial case number 
 
•  May contain charges and specifications, pleas, proceedings, findings, 
   sentences, exhibit material 
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2nd Lt. Jack R. Robinson 

July 6, 1944 
 
Camp Hood, TX 
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Bombing Zurich 

March 4, 1945 
 
Lt. William Sincock 
Lt. Theodore Balides 
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Exhibit Material 
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Monthly Reports and Personnel 
Records (1920-1950) 

 

•  Also known as “Chaplains Files” 
 
•  NAID 6016856 
 
•  Arranged alphabetically 
 

•  Reports on chaplain activities 
   (religious services, visits, etc.) 
 
•  Each report includes the name, 
   service number, grade or rank, 
   religious denomination, unit, 
   and station of the chaplain. 
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SS Dorchester 
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Henry Gerecke 
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Card Index to Chaplain Files 
 

•  Name of the deceased 
•  Name of the chaplain 
•  Date of the service 
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Burial Case Files 

and 

VA Claim Files 

 

Daria Labinsky 

National Archives  

at St. Louis 

October 30, 2014 
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          Burial Case Files 

 
 Official name: Correspondence, 

Reports, Telegrams, Applications, and 

Other Papers Relating to Burials of 

Service Personnel (Also known as 

“Cemeterial Files” or “293 Files”)  

 

 NAI 595318 
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     Burial Case Files 

 RG 92, Records of 

the Quartermaster 

General’s Office, 

1915-1939  

 Record information 

relating to burials in 

national cemeteries 

overseas 

 Arranged 

alphabetically 
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  Burial Case Files 

May contain: 

 

 Reburial 

information 
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  Burial Case Files 

May contain: 

 

 Circumstances  

   of Death 
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  Burial Case Files 

May contain: 

 

 Grave markers/ 

Identification Disk 
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  Burial Case Files 

May contain: 

 

 Correspondence 
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  Burial Case Files 

May contain: 

 

 Other interesting 

documents 
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     Burial Case Files 

Gold Star Mothers  

 

 Mothers and 

widows 

 1930-1933 

 All expenses paid 

 More than 6,600 

women 

 Segregated 
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     Burial Case Files 

Gold Star Mothers  

 

 Correspondence 

 Itineraries 

 Headshot photos 

 Refusals due to 

poor health 
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  Burial Case Files 
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Deceased Veterans Claim Files

  
 

 AKA Compensation Files, VA Claim 

Files, XC Files 

 

 Record Group 15, Records of the 

Department of Veterans Affairs  
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 Deceased Veterans Claim Files 

 

 Cases opened 

   1917-1945 

 

 History 

 

 NARA custody 
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Claim Files—1955 

World War I plus:   
 

 

 Civil War 

 

 “Indian Wars” 

 

 Spanish-American War 

 

 Philippine Insurrection 

 

 China Relief Expedition 
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    Claim Files 

 Organized numerically 

—No. 2 to No. 3990713 

 

 “Maybe” 

 

 As of May 2014: 

 1 Civil War child 

 16 children and spouses from Spanish-

American War  

 

 4,038 surviving children and spouses 

from World War I 
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Claim Files 

What you can find—Veterans  

 
 Full name of individual 

 Birth date, parents, family 

 Date(s) of enlistment 

 Period(s) of service 

 Unit(s) 

 Residence  

 Death date 

 Discharge papers 
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Claim Files 

If Veteran Survived Service 

 

 Medical records 

 Changes of address 

 Wills 

 Death certificates 

 Funeral receipts 
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Claim Files 

What You Can Find—Family 

 

 Correspondence 

 Marriage certificates 

 Birth certificates 

 Affidavits 

 Death certificates 
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Claim Files 

Other interesting items 

 Widow’s pension 

 Insurance application 

 Foreign documents 

 Photographs  
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Locating records 

Burial Case Files 

 Full name  

 Date of birth and/or death 

 Service number 

 

VA Claim Files 

 Full name 

 Claim file number 

 Place of residence or enlistment 

 Date of birth and/or death 
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Locating records 

VA Claim Files—Prior to World War I 

 

Ancestry.com  

database: 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Civil War Pension Index: General 

Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934 
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Contact the National 

Archives at St. Louis 

 By Mail: 

  

 National Archives at St. Louis 

 P.O. Box 38757 

 St. Louis, MO 63138 

 

By email: 

 stl.archives@nara.gov 
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Presenters didn’t 

get to your question? 

You may email us at 

inquire@nara.gov 
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